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Society is facing many challenges – so is 
Science Advice
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The JRC together with experts from the fields of:

• Economics 

• Ethnology/Anthropology 

• Legal Studies

• Philosophy 

• Political Science 

• Psychology

• Social Psychology 

• Sociology

• Theology 

Methodology
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Part I – Why does it matter

Source: Reuters/ Leah Millis
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…

…

… Ursula von der Leyen,    
16 September 2020

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/24/mismatch-of-mindsets-why-the-taliban-won-in-afghanistan
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/oct/13/trump-religious-conservative-values-voters-summit
https://www.ft.com/content/95f3f866-a87e-11e4-bd17-00144feab7de
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-two-faced-values-rule-of-law/
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-values-not-for-sale-rule-of-law-eu-budget-and-recovery-plan/
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/gauck-migration-werte-1.4005684
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55001167
https://www.lefigaro.fr/politique/2012/02/10/01002-20120210ARTFIG00586-nicolas-sarkozy-mes-valeurs-pour-la-france.php
https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/politique/marion-marechal-ce-ne-sont-pas-les-valeurs-de-la-republique-qui-sont-attaquees-mais-bien-les-valeurs-francaises-20201022
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New PoliticsOld Politics

Added 

conflict 

line
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• Own values and views from people’s social 

groups automatically colour own views and 

beliefs

• Myside bias not mitigated by intelligence, 

political sophistication or the tendency to 

display actively open-minded thinking

• Myside bias is a central challenge to evidence-

informed policymaking

Policymaking with convictions - myside bias
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Part 2: Understanding Diversity in Values
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The case of personal values

Blend of biological 

and individual 

histories

Seen as positive, 

people like their 

values

Individually stable, 

mostly determined 

in early life

More diverse within 

than between 

countries

Priority over 

divers values 

matters



11

Part 3: 
IDENTITY POLITICS, 
POLARISATION AND 
VALUES DIVERSITY 
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• Identification is human nature

• Identities are always multiple 

• Identities lead to out-group 

bias and in-group cooperation 

• Identification reflected in 

citizens’ values

• Willingness to give up 

personal benefits for the sake 

of the group

Modern tribes
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Policy relevant categories of identities

Locality

e.g. Nation

Sectoral

e.g. Health 

Ministry/DG

Informal

e.g. around 

specific events

Demographic/ 

Biographic

e.g. gender, age, 

ethnicity

Organisational

e.g. Political Party
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2 types of polarisation

Affective 

PolarisationIssue 

Polarisation

Translation: “Hang the Greens”

Affective 

Polarisation
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Part 4: What do we do?
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Enlightenment 2.0 products

November
2021

Meaningful & 
ethical 

communications

2019 October
2020



Thank you for 
listening!

Questions? Ideas? Write us:

jrc-enlightenment2@ec.europa.eu

or tweet #Enlightenment2

mailto:jrc-enlightenment2@ec.europa.eu
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Enlightenment2@ec.europa.eu

EU Science Hub: ec.europa.eu/jrc

@EU_ScienceHub, #Enlightenment2

EU Science Hub – JRC

EU Science, Research and Innovation

EU Science Hub

EU science

Keep in touch
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