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Politicians who plagiarize

Prime minister Chairman of the parliament Chairman of the parliament Minister of education

Source: Pravda, 16.7.2020 Source: Aktuality.sk, 21.11.2018Source: Noviny JOJ, 20.6.2020 Source: SME.sk, 13.7.2020



Research misconduct: Stanford freshman brought down the president of the university

Source: Los Angeles Times, 21.7.2023
Source: The Stanford Daily, 30.11.2022 Source: The New York Times, 30.7.2023



The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity serves 
the European research community as a framework for self-
regulation across all scientific and scholarly disciplines and for 
all research settings.

The European Commission recognises the European Code of 
Conduct as the reference document for research integrity for 
all EU-funded research projects and the European Code of 
Conduct increasingly serves as a model for organisations and 
researchers across Europe and beyond.

Research misconduct is traditionally defined as fabrication, 
falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing, or 
reviewing research, or in reporting research results.

In their most serious forms, unacceptable practices are 
sanctionable, but at the very least every effort must be made 
to prevent, discourage, and stop them through training, 
supervision, and mentoring and through the development of a 
positive and supportive research environment.

The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity



Research misconduct vs. European Commission

Source: Dennik N, 10.11.2022

DAR, Zahoor A., et al. Identification for surrogate drought tolerance in maize inbred lines utilizing high-
throughput phenomics approach. Plos one, 2021, 16.7: e0254318.

• Plagiarism
• Conflict of interests
• Irrelevant citations
• Citations farms
• Fake peer review



Source: Dennik N, 19.5.2023

Research misconduct vs. European Commission

• Member of the Council of the Slovak Government for 
Science, Technology and Innovation
The Council of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Science, Technology and Innovation is 
the main coordinating and advisory body of the Government of the Slovak Republic in the field of 
research and innovation policies.

• Member of the Presidium of the Slovak Research and 
Development Agency
The Agency is the only national grant agency established in order to support research and 
development in Slovakia by granting financial means from the State Budget.

• Head of the Department of Plant Physiology, Slovak 
University of Agriculture in Nitra



Research misconduct vs. European Commission



Research misconduct vs. European Commission

Source: Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic. Source: retractiondatabase.org



Research misconduct vs. European Commission

Presidium of the Slovak Research and Development Agency European Commission

Source: Dennik N, 5.5.2023



Research misconduct vs. European Commission

European Commission

Source: ESET Foundation, 19.5.2023



Research misconduct vs. European Commission

Committee of the National Council of the 
Slovak Republic for European Affairs

European Commission



Research misconduct vs. European Commission

Prime minister
European Commission



Conclusions

• Prominent representatives of European Commission nominated person who has 
committed research misconduct to the highest decision making body in Slovak republic

• Fail to apologize for their mistake

• They neglected to address the error, they just ignored it, regardless of public outrage

• EC sent a message to the scientific community that The European Code of Conduct for 
Research Integrity is just peace of paper, feel free to ignore it

• Dishonesty appears to be rewarded and plenty of dishonest scientists can further benefit 
from EU funds 

• EC should ensure that consequences for fraudulent activities are strict and consistent, 
serving as a deterrent for potential offenders
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